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position to reassess the U.N.’s role,
and, possibly, develop a viable, inter-
national solution—one that does not
require the United States to assume
unilateral responsibility.

While this policy remains an option,
the administration is in the midst of
negotiations intended to strengthen
the U.N.’s hand—a strategy that re-
flects a more sensible alternative to an
outright rejection of the arms embar-
go. I urge my colleagues to consider
this strategy, and reject S. 21.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute 20 seconds to the gentleman
from Michigan [Mr. LEVIN].

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I do think
we have to consider who shot whom
and who is raping whom. In a word, we
have to step up to Serbian aggression.

While there is a clear difference of
opinion in our Nation let me ask this:
Would the Bosnian Serbs prefer this
resolution pass or fail, that the arms
embargo be lifted or continued? I sug-
gest that they will deem a positive
vote today as another indication of de-
termination to stop Serbian aggres-
sion.

Any course does carry a risk. Past
policies have risked continued aggres-
sion and mass murder, and they have
paid the consequences. It is time, in-
deed long overdue, to try a new course.
I support this resolution.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. LEVIN. I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I think
the gentleman makes a critically im-
portant point. The point the gentleman
just made was that the message the
Serbs would take from this was that
the Congress and America were deter-
mined to stop further Serb aggression.
I think the gentleman is absolutely
correct, which is why I am so strongly
in support of a ‘‘yes’’ vote on S. 21.

I thank the gentleman for his state-
ment.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
11⁄2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. CLEMENT].

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Chairman, this
debate is about a father’s right to pro-
tect his family, a brother’s right to
protect his siblings, and the preserva-
tion of a race and a heritage.

We have all seen the horrible scenes
of starving men in camps which
harkened memories of World War II
concentration camps. We know about
the rape, robbery, destruction, and
mass genocide.

Ethnic cleansing has become com-
monplace in everyday conversation.
Ethnic cleansing: what a sanitary
term. Perhaps it is the hope that such
a term will make the events in the
former Yugoslavia a little more bear-
able—a little more tidy. But, in reality
it is anything but tidy. Ethnic cleans-
ing is the systematic destruction of a
people, a culture, real live human
beings like you and me.

The United Nations arrived as the
knight in shining armor; the defender
of the innocent and persecuted. They
issued edicts and ground rules and
promised to protect and defend the in-
nocent victims.

Well, we are still waiting. This mis-
sion has the world’s premier military
hardware and the best trained soldiers
at its disposal, yet time and time again
innocent people are tortured, mur-
dered, and abused while U.N. forces sit
idle.

The U.N. Secretary-General has re-
duced UNPROFOR to a role of finger
pointing. The U.N. has lost all credibil-
ity. Renegades and criminals
masquerading as soldiers have man-
aged to hold the world at bay for
months.

I understand that this is a delicate
situation and that things are easier
said than done, but you have to make
an effort. You can’t win if you don’t
join the game. Superior force ceases to
be a deterrent if there is a dem-
onstrated reluctance to use it. The
Serbs have no fear because U.N. repris-
als have been too seldom and too re-
strained.

The U.N. has clearly demonstrated
that it is willing to talk the talk but
reluctant to walk the walk. Unfortu-
nately, the Bosnians don’t have such
luxuries.

It is bad enough that the Secretary-
General of the U.N. continues to sit on
his hands and leave the so-called safe
zones vulnerable. But to make matters
worse, the Secretary-General continues
to keep the Bosnians’ hands tied be-
hind their back.

The Bosnians have a right to defend
themselves. If the U.N. is not going to
defend the Bosnians—and there is no
reason to believe they will—then the
very least we can do is to lift the arms
embargo.

Two safe havens have fallen since our
last vote on the House floor and there
is no reason to believe that other safe
zones will not follow in the near future.
How much longer will we wait? How
many more people will have to suffer?
How many more men and women will
be widowed? How many more children
will be orphaned?

Lift the arms embargo. Give the
Bosnians a fighting chance.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly the Committee rose; and

the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. EMER-
SON) having assumed the chair, Mr.
BONILLA, Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(S. 21) to terminate the United States
arms embargo applicable to the Gov-
ernment of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
had come to no resolution thereon.

PERMISSION TO EXTEND GENERAL
DEBATE IN THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE DURING CONSIDER-
ATION OF S. 21, BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA SELF-DEFENSE
ACT OF 1995

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that further gen-
eral debate on S. 21 be extended by 1
hour equally divided between the chair-
man and the ranking member of the
Committee on International Relations
in the Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Georgia?

There was no objection.
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA SELF-
DEFENSE ACT OF 1995

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the House Resolution 204, and
rule XXIII, the Chair declares the
House in the Committee of the Whole
on the State of the Union for the fur-
ther consideration of the Senate bill,
S. 21.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the fur-
ther consideration of the Senate bill
(S. 21) to terminate the United States
arms embargo applicable to the Gov-
ernment of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
with Mr. BONILLA in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. When the Commit-

tee of the Whole rose earlier today, the
gentleman from New York [Mr. GIL-
MAN] had 51⁄2 minutes remaining in de-
bate, and the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. HAMILTON] had 1 minute remain-
ing in debate, pursuant to the House
resolution 204 and the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HOYER] had 31⁄2 minutes
remaining.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
today, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. GILMAN] and the gentleman from
Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] will each be
recognized for an additional 30 minutes
of general debate.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield
15 minutes to the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HOYER] of the 30 min-
utes provided to me, for general debate,
and I ask unanimous consent that the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER]
be allowed to yield portions of that
time to other members.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN]?

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, reserving
the right to object, obviously I am not
going to object, I do want to thank the
chairman of the committee, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. GILMAN].
The gentleman from New York is one
of the real gentlemen of this House ir-
respective of party. He is my close
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